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es of plant species play a gion;
The vernacular nam p T gnifican; tole -
communication, hence act as 2 key resource in indigenous knowledge and gy,
e

transfer. Kadar and Malasar are ancient ethnic communities endemic ¢ Anam, i

. . Part

of the Western Ghats. A comprehensive and systematic ethnoflorigy, i
J

conducted among Kadar and Malasar revealed the knowledge and usage haye die

relationship with their ethnicity. The study using ethnographic methods tevealed 4,
taxa of plants known to Kadars with indigenous nomenclature and are Classiﬁed
according to their own traditional classification system. Among the 443 plant hames
253 names are unique to theit own and not available in regional languages gycp i
Malayalam and Tamil. These floristic names unique to Kadars include 227 ﬂoWC[ing
plants, one gymnosperm, 13 fungi, 10 pteridophytes, and two algae. They have 2
unique nomenclatures for different genera and eight for different families, The
Malasar community identified 191 species of flora which includes 181 angiosperms,
one gymnosperm, eight fungi and one pteridophyte and elucidated two unique
ethnofloristic nomenclature for families, six for the different the genera, and 70 for
the species. The study contributes to the ethnoflosistc knowledge of these

indigenous communities and added more local names to the regional languages In

which they had no local names.
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