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Introduction
An industrial visit to Southern Union Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd., Thrissur, was organized on October 23, 2024, as part of the BIS Standard Club initiative. The visit aimed to provide students with practical exposure to pharmaceutical manufacturing, packaging, and distribution processes while understanding the role of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) in ensuring quality and safety in the industry.
Objectives of the Visit
· To gain insights into pharmaceutical manufacturing, quality control, and packaging.
· To understand the significance of BIS standards in medicine production.
· To observe industry practices in compliance with Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP).
· To learn about distribution networks and supply chain management in the pharmaceutical sector.
Key Highlights of the Visit
During the visit, students were given a guided tour of the facility, where they observed various stages of pharmaceutical production, including:
1. Medicine Manufacturing
· Students witnessed the process of formulating different types of medicines, including tablets, capsules, syrups, and injections.
· Experts explained the role of active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) and the importance of precision and hygiene in drug formulation.
2. Quality Control and Testing
· The quality control team demonstrated how each batch undergoes rigorous testing to ensure it meets safety and efficacy standards.
· Advanced laboratory equipment was used to analyze chemical composition and stability.
3. Packaging and Labeling
· The team showcased automated and manual packaging processes for different medicines.
· Special emphasis was given to tamper-proof packaging, labeling with expiry dates, batch numbers, and dosage information.
· The role of BIS standards in maintaining labeling accuracy was discussed.
4. Distribution and Supply Chain Management
· Students learned how finished medicines are stored in controlled conditions before being distributed to hospitals, pharmacies, and medical suppliers.
· The logistics and transportation of medicines, ensuring timely delivery and compliance with regulatory norms, were explained.
Conclusion
The industrial visit to Southern Union Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd. was an eye-opening experience, providing students with practical knowledge of medicine manufacturing, quality control, packaging, and distribution. The visit helped them understand how BIS standards and GMP regulations ensure the production of safe and effective medicines. The session also encouraged students to explore careers in pharmaceutical sciences, regulatory affairs, and quality assurance

