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ABSTRACT

This paper examines how Margaret Atwood’s ‘The

Handmaid’s Tale’ and Hayao Miyazaki’s ‘Princess

Mononoke’ depict queer resistance and ecological

activism as intertwined and essential for challenging

oppressive systems. Through a queer ecological

lens, this analysis reveals the complex relationships

between queer ecologies, environmentalism, and

social justice. This research argues for a more

inclusive and holistic approach to ecological

thinking, one that recognizes the entanglements of

queer ecologies, environmentalism, and social

justice. Ultimately, this paper demonstrates how

queer ecologies can provide a powerful framework

for promoting ecological activism, social justice,

and environmental sustainability.
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INTRODUCTION

Queer ecologies, a field of study that explores the

intersections of queer theory and ecocriticism, has

gained significant attention in recent years. This

paper examines how Margaret Atwood’s ‘The

Handmaid’s Tale’ and Hayao Miyazaki’s ‘Princess

Mononoke’ depict queer resistance and ecological

activism as intertwined and essential for challenging

oppressive systems. Through a queer ecological

lens, this analysis reveals the complex relationships

between queer ecologies, environmentalism, and

social justice.

Queer Ecologies and Resistance

Queer ecologies challenges traditional notions of

ecology and nature, highlighting the ways in which

queer bodies and desires are intertwined with the

natural world. In ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, Atwood

presents a dystopian society where queer bodies

are

controlled and regulated by the oppressive regime.

However, the novel also depicts

queer resistance and activism, highlighting the ways

in which queer individuals can challenge and subvert

oppressive systems.

Queer ecologies also highlights the importance of

intersectionality, recognizing that queer individuals

are often marginalized and oppressed due to their

race, class, gender, and ability. It is an

interdisciplinary approach that explores the

interactions between sexuality, gender and

environmental issues, challenges dominant norms

and promoting ecological justice. The film explores

themes of environmentalism ,humans relationship

with nature and the struggle between tradition and

modernity.

Ecological Activism in ‘Princess Mononoke’

Miyazaki’s ‘Princess Mononoke’ presents a

fantasy world where humans and animals are

intertwined. The film depicts a struggle between

the animal spirits and the humans who are

destroying the forest. The film’s protagonist, San,

is a queer figure who challenges the traditional

notions of human and animal. Through San’s

character, Miyazaki presents a vision of ecological

activism that is intertwined with queer resistance.
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The film also highlights the importance of indigenous

knowledge and perspectives in ecological activism.

The film’s depiction of the animal spirits and the

natural world is heavily influenced by Japanese

folklore and mythology. This highlights the

importance of recognizing and respecting

indigenous knowledge and perspectives in

ecological activism.

METHODOLODY

This paper argues that queer ecologies provides a

powerful framework for understanding the

relationships between queer resistance, ecological

activism, and social justice. By examining the

entanglements of queer ecologies,

environmentalism, and social justice, we can gain

a deeper understanding of the ways in which queer

individuals can challenge and subvert oppressive

systems.

Queer ecologies also highlights the importance of

intersectionality, recognizing that queer individuals

are often marginalized and oppressed due to their

race, class, gender, and ability. This paper argues

that a queer ecological approach must prioritize

intersectionality, recognizing the complex

relationships                          between queer

ecologies, environmentalism, and social justice.

CASE STUDIES

The Handmaid’s Tale

In ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, Atwood presents a

dystopian society where queer bodies are

controlled and regulated by the oppressive regime.

The novel’s protagonist, Offred, is a queer figure

who challenges the traditional notions of femininity

and sexuality. Through Offred’s character, Atwood

presents a vision of queer resistance that is

intertwined with ecological activism.

The novel also highlights the importance of

reproductive justice in ecological activism. The

novel’s depiction of the oppressive regime’s control

over women’s bodies highlights the importance of

recognizing and respecting reproductive autonomy

in ecological activism.

Princess Mononoke

In ‘Princess Mononoke’, Miyazaki presents a

fantasy world where humans and animals are

intertwined. The film’s protagonist, San, is a queer

figure who challenges the traditional notions of

human and animal. Through San’s character,

Miyazaki presents a vision of ecological activism

that is intertwined with queer resistance.

The film also highlights the importance of indigenous

knowledge and perspectives in ecological activism.

The film’s depiction of the animal spirits and the

natural world is heavily influenced by Japanese

folklore and mythology. This highlights the

importance of recognizing and respecting

indigenous knowledge and perspectives in

ecological activism.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this paper demonstrates how ‘The

Handmaid’s Tale’ and ‘Princess Mononoke’ depict

queer resistance and ecological activism as

intertwined and essential for challenging oppressive

systems. Through a queer ecological lens, we can

gain a deeper understanding of the relationships

between queer resistance, ecological activism, and

social justice. Ultimately, this research argues for a

more inclusive and holistic approach to ecological

thinking, one that recognizes the entanglements of

queer ecologies, environmentalism, and social

justice.
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