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ABSTRACT

This paper looks at how postcolonial literature addresses environmental justice by
highlighting the uneven distribution of ecological damage in regions that were formerly
colonized. Using ideas from Rob Nixon and Edward Said, the study examines how environmental
harm often continues colonial exploitation. Nixon's idea of “slow violence” is key to
understanding how toxic waste dumping, resource extraction, deforestation, and climate
vulnerability hit marginalized communities in the Global South the hardest. By closely reading
selected postcolonial texts, especially Oil on Water by Helon Habila and The Hungry Tide by
Amitav Ghosh, the paper shows how these literary works highlight communities impacted by oil
spills, rising sea levels, and ecological destruction. These stories demonstrate that environmental
harm is deeply linked to histories of imperialism, corporate greed, and government neglect. The
landscapes depicted are not just backgrounds but contested spaces filled with resistance,
survival, and memory. The paper claims that postcolonial green narratives push back against
Eurocentric environmental ideas by focusing on indigenous knowledge, local struggles, and
grassroots activism. They broaden the view of ecological responsibility to include social fairness,
historical awareness, and justice for past wrongs. In the end, literature serves as an important
way to rethink environmental justice as both ecological sustainability and decolonial resistance.
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INTRODUCTION

The modern world faces environmental crises as its most urgent environmental crisis. The
world faces problems with climate change and pollution and deforestation and biodiversity loss
which impact every country. The environmental issues which affect different areas of the world
impact different regions with different levels of intensity. The Global South countries experience
higher levels of environmental harm because of their historical colonial exploitation and
economic inequality and the operations of multinational companies. Environmental justice
seeks to address this imbalance by examining how environmental harm is distributed unevenly
and how marginalized communities are often forced to bear the greatest ecological
burdens.Postcolonial literature offers an important perspective for understanding these issues.
Authors from regions that experienced colonization write about landscapes which reflect the
impact of colonial resource extraction and industrial development and worldwide capitalist
growth. The literary works show that ecological destruction results from both imperial conquest
and economic exploitation. The postcolonial authors use storytelling to express the perspectives
of communities that mainstream environmental discourse often overlooks.

Rob Nixon developed the concept of slow violence which helps people study environmental
injustice through its framework. Nixon defines slow violence as a form of violence that occurs
gradually and invisibly, often unfolding over long periods of time (Nixon 2). Slow violence occurs
through toxic pollution and oil spills and deforestation and climate change which create
environmental destruction. Global media outlets often ignore these environmental destruction
methods, but they can cause irreversible damage to ecosystems and human communities.
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Postcolonial theory demonstrates how environmental exploitation began with historical events
that first established forest conservation as a military resource. Edward Said argues that colonial
discourse constructed non-Western lands as spaces available for control and economic
extraction (Said 65). The colonial mentality assumed that colonized territories existed solely as
resources which Western powers could exploit without establishing any connection to
indigenous ways of life. The existing economic systems in postcolonial countries still show the
same effects which colonial powers introduced during their time in those regions.

The study investigates environmental justice by analysing the two books Oil on Water and The
Hungry Tide. The two novels show how communities deal with both environmental destruction
and their increased vulnerability to ecological threats. The study demonstrates that postcolonial
literature defines environmental justice through its portrayal of toxic environments and
underrepresented communities and their local efforts to resist.

Postcolonial Ecocriticism and Environmental Justice

Postcolonial ecocriticism represents an academic field which unites environmental research
with postcolonial research methods. The research studies how colonial pasts have created
patterns of environmental resource destruction and how literary works from postcolonial
nations respond to ecological emergencies. Colonizers regarded their territories as permanent
resource reserves which they used for their economic advantage. The colonial economy required
deforestation for plantation development and mineral extraction for industrial needs and river
diversion to create economic systems. The environmental impacts of these operations resulted in
ecological damage and the forced migration of native populations.The multinational
corporations and international economic systems which operate in postcolonial countries
continue to extract natural resources from these nations despite their political sovereignty. The
operations for mining and oil extraction and industrial agriculture choose to maximize financial
returns instead of protecting environmental resources. Local communities experience ecological
destruction and declining animal populations and eviction from their traditional homelands.

Scholars such as Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin argue that postcolonial ecocriticism
highlights the connections between ecological destruction and colonial history (Huggan and
Tiffin 3). The worldwide environmental crises which exist today require investigation into the
historical patterns of resource extraction that occurred during colonial times. Postcolonial
literature serves as a vital tool for demonstrating the links between environmental destruction
and the systems which control state power and economic interests.The concept of slow violence
further deepens this understanding. Environmental damage from pollution and deforestation
and climate change presents immediate non-catastrophic effects which build up to create
severe environmental destruction. The gradual environmental destruction which affects
communities living near polluted rivers and contaminated farmland and disappearing coastlines
continues to impact them throughout their entire existence. The public remains unaware of
these long-term destructive processes because they occur beyond their visual range. Literary
narratives have the power to make slow violence visible. Writers use their precise landscape and
daily life descriptions to show how environmental destruction impacts communities throughout
different time periods. Postcolonial literature reveals how ecological exploitation impacts human
life by examining the experiences of marginalized communities.

Environmental Destruction in Oil on Water

The film Oil on Water showcases the environmental destruction which affects Nigeria's Niger
Delta region. The novel follows two journalists, Rufus and Zaqg, who travel through the delta
while investigating the kidnapping of the wife of a British oil company employee. The travellers
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must pass through the area which contains villages that oil pollution has destroyed and which
militant groups use to battle multinational companies and which residents try to be alive in their
polluted surroundings. The Niger Delta is one of the most oil-rich regions in Africa, yet it is also
one of the most environmentally damaged. The oil industry has extracted resources for decades
which resulted in thousands of oil spills and gas flaring incidents and extensive pollution that
affected both rivers and farmland. The environmental disasters have created severe damage to
the fishing and farming communities which depend on these activities for their economic
survival.

The author Habila presents to readers his description of landscapes which show rivers that the
oil companies have polluted, and which industrial activities have damaged the natural forests.
The land which once sustained life now presents a dangerous situation because it contains
hazardous materials. The author uses detailed descriptions to show how industrial extraction
operations cause environmental harm which leads to slow violence as Nixon describes in his
work. The environmental damage in the Niger Delta developed through multiple years of
pollution and abandonment because it needed time to build up its impact.The novel reveals
political and economic systems which lead to environmental destruction. The region suffers from
resource extraction by multinational oil companies who operate there while local communities
gain no advantages from their activities. The corporations operate without punishment because
government corruption together with weak environmental laws enables their operations. The
situation leads to local people experiencing three major problems which include poverty and
disease and loss of their homes.

The novel shows environmental injustice through its depiction of militant groups who use
their existence to resist against this injustice. The community shows their discontent through
their actions because they have been neglected for many years. Habila uses these stories to show
that when people exploit the environment through their actions, it creates violent public
demonstrations which result in governmental chaos.

Ecological Fragility in The Hungry Tide

The Hungry Tide presents ecological research which shows environmental challenges facing
the Sundarbans, a region which contains tidal islands and mangrove forests situated between
India and Bangladesh. The Sundarbans area contains multiple unique biological species, but its
environment exists as one of the most endangered ecosystems throughout the globe. The
region experiences dangerous weather conditions because cyclones and floods together with
changing tides continuously modify its natural environment.The novel tells the story of multiple
characters who include Piya a marine biologist who researches river dolphins and Fokir a local
fisherman who possesses deep knowledge of the region’s waterways. The narrative studies how
scientific research and environmental protection and local communities interact through the
characters' experiences.

The Hungry Tide environmental challenges emerge from both natural phenomena and
governmental actions, which differ from the industrial pollution shown in Oil on Water. The
Sundarbans population faces three major threats, which include rising sea levels and climate
change and conservation policies.The Morichjhapi massacre of 1979 stands as the most
important historical event which the novel brings to reference. Government officials conducted
a forced removal of refugee settlers who had built a community on a Sundarbans island. The
episode shows how state policies which protect environmental resources or exercise political
control create human rights violations against marginalized communities.The novel by Ghosh
demonstrates that environmental protection needs to address the requirements of the people
who live in nearby communities. Environmental activists and local residents will experience
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conflict when conservation initiatives disregard existing local economic activities. Fokir
demonstrates indigenous ecological knowledge through his ability to navigate the dangerous
tides and rivers of the Sundarbans. His knowledge shows how local ecological traditions receive
neglect from contemporary scientific methods.

Landscapes as Sites of Memory and Resistance

Postcolonial literature uses landscapes as more than physical locations because they serve as
sites that preserve historical events and cultural traditions. The native people of an area have
fought against colonial control which has left its mark on the rivers and forests and coastal
regions of their territory. The writers use these particular landscapes to show how environmental
changes and political events have produced enduring impacts throughout history.The Niger
Delta resource extraction activities which have taken place throughout history find their
representation through the polluted rivers and destroyed villages inside Oil on Water.
Environmental injustice takes witness through the landscape which stands as proof of its
existence. In The Hungry Tide, the Sundarbans islands demonstrate how human societies
maintain a delicate connection with their natural surroundings.

The literary landscapes of this work create an opposition to Western environmental narratives
which treat nature as an independent existence that exists outside of historical times.
Postcolonial writers demonstrate how political systems and economic structures and historical
confrontations shape environmental spaces. The environment becomes a contested space
where struggles for justice, survival, and identity take place.

Indigenous Knowledge and Decolonial Ecology

Postcolonial environmental literature shows its second main theme through its
acknowledgment of indigenous knowledge systems. Traditional communities have created
sustainable ways to interact with their surroundings which they developed over multiple
centuries. Their knowledge originates from ongoing study of natural cycles which they learned
through their deep cultural connection to the land. Modern environmental policies and
development projects tend to disregard these knowledge systems. The scientific methods from
the Western world get applied to situations which lack understanding of local environmental
knowledge. Indigenous environmental knowledge provides essential value which postcolonial
writers use to demonstrate their argument.

Through his character Fokir The Hungry Tide shows how Fokir understands the complete
Sundarbans ecosystem. His knowledge of tides, animals, and weather patterns enables him to
survive in a dangerous environment. The communities in Oil on Water depend on their traditional
fishing and farming methods which have been disrupted by oil pollution. Ecosystem destruction
results in both community identity loss and cultural tradition disappearance. Environmental
protection functions as an ecological matter which also includes cultural and social dimensions.
Indigenous knowledge recognition serves as a necessary step for creating environmentally
sustainable policies.

Environmental Advocacy Through Literature

Literature functions as a mechanism which helps people understand environmental injustice.
Writers use storytelling to create awareness about ecological crises which would remain hidden
from worldwide audiences. Postcolonial novels establish their main theme through
environmental awareness which explains how ecological damage affects human beings.The
works of Helon Habila and Amitav Ghosh demonstrate how fiction can function as a form of
environmental advocacy. Their narratives show how corporations abuse power while
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governments fail to protect their citizens because of historical economic systems.

The novels show how communities which suffer from environmental injustice can develop
strength. These communities resist exploitation while fighting for ecological protection despite
their challenges with pollution and displacement and economic difficulties. Literature acts as an
effective instrument which helps to raise environmental awareness and social justice.

Conclusion

Postcolonial literature offers a strong method to study environmental injustice through its
literary texts. The analysis of Oil on Water and The Hungry Tide reveals how literary narratives
establish links between ecological destruction and colonial history and social inequality. The
concept of slow violence helps explain how environmental damage gradually harms
marginalized communities, often without attracting global attention. The postcolonial theory
shows how contemporary environmental resource exploitation derives from colonial resource
management practices.These literary works challenge Eurocentric environmental perspectives
by emphasizing indigenous knowledge, local struggles, and grassroots resistance. The
environmental justice movement requires readers to understand that its two components
historical accountability and social equality must combine with ecological sustainability.
Postcolonial environmental narratives encourage people to understand ecological responsibility
through their recognition of marginalized communities and their commitment to solving
environmental issues caused by colonial and capitalist exploitation.
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